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Descriptl n 

[0001 J This invention is generally directed to a carrier 
device which is used to secure containers together to 
form a package which allows for the quick and easy s 
removal of the containers. 

[0002] Currently, several types of carrier devices can 
be found in the art for securing containers together into 
a package. Some of these carrier device provide quick 
release structure for allowing a consumer to quickly and w 
easily release the containers from the carrier device. 
[0003] One such carrier device can be found in United 
States Patent No. 3,038,602 which discloses a corn 
tainer carrier device that holds six cans in a package 
array. The carrier device is positioned near the top of is 
each can. A zipper strip is provided on the carrier device 
and is positioned between the rows of cans. A con* 
sumer releases the cans from the carrier device by tear- 
ing the zipper strip. When the zipper strip is torn, the 
carrier device creates two sets of packages, each con- 20 
sisting of three cans. 

[0004] One problem which arises with this type of 
quick release carrier device is that when the zipper strip 
is torn, two separate packages are formed which may 
be undesirable for handling the cans. 25 
[0005] Another such carrier device can be found in 
United States Patent No. 5,174,441, a state of the art 
corresponding to the preamble of claim 1, which dis- 
closes a tear-open container carrier device that holds a 
plurality of cans in a package. Each can is held within a 30 
container encircling band. Zip strips are provided on the 
carrier device exterior to the container encircling bands. 
A consumer releases the cans from the carrier device 
by tearing the zip strips. The removal of the strip rup- 
tures each individual band. 35 
[0008] The present invention presents a novel quick 
release structure or zip strip for a carrier device which 
allows the containers to be released from the carrier 
device one at a time or in succession. 
[0007] According to this invention a carrier device for 40 
carrying a plurality of containers comprising at least one 
container engaging portion formed from a flexible mate- 
rial, said container engaging portion comprising bands 
disposed in a row and defining apertures therein, each 
said aperture for holding a single container therein, said 45 
bands having an outer margin portion extending longitu- 
dinally of said row, and separating means on said outer 
margin portion, is characterised in that said separating 
means comprises a perforation line associated with 
each said aperture and an elongated slit between adja- so 
cent perforation lines, each said perforation line direct- 
ing tearing forces into the respective apertures, for 
separating a portion of said outer margin portion from 
the remainder of said outer margin portion, said separa- 
bl " outer margin portion defining a zip strip, said tearing 55 
forces being formed by pulling said zip strip to separate 
said zip strip from the remainder of the outer margin 
portion. 



[0008] In one embodiment a first perforation line starts 
at a sid margin of the carrier device and extends 
inwardly therefrom and substantially to the first aper- 
ture. A first slit is generally aligned with a portion of the 
perforation line and is separated from the perforation 
line by a narrow web of carrier device material. One of 
the openings is substantially aligned with the silt and 
separated therefrom by a narrow web of carrier device 
material., 

[0009] A second perforation line starts on the opposite 
side of the opening and extends across the outer mar- 
gin of the carrier device and substantially to the middle 
aperture. A second slit is substantially aligned with a 
portion of the second perforation line and is separated 
from the second perforation line by a narrow web of car- 
rier device material. The other of the openings is sub- 
stantially aligned with the second slit and separated 
therefrom by a narrow web of carrier device material. 
[0010] Finally, a third perforation line starts on the 
opposite side of the second opening and extends 
across the outer margin of the carrier device and sub- 
stantially to the third aperture. 
[001 1] It is to be noted that as shown and described 
herein, the carrier device has three apertures. The 
present invention is not intended to be so limited and 
the carrier device can be formed to include two or more 
apertures in accordance with the present invention. 
[001 2] Each zip strip can be torn along the first perfo- 
ration line to direct the tearing forces inwardly to the first 
aperture in order to release the container held there- 
within. The narrow web of carrier device material 
between the perforation line and the opening is ruptured 
as the zip strip is pulled. The zip strip separates itserf 
from the remainder of the carrier device along the slit 
and thereafter, the narrow web of material between the 
opening and the second perforation line can be selec- 
tively ruptured to release the container in the middle 
aperture. 

[0013] Thereafter, the same process is repeated for 
releasing the subsequent containers from the carrier 
devica 

[0014] It should be understood that the openings 
between the slits and subsequent perforation line could 
be eliminated and the subsequent perforation line could 
be directly interconnected to the prior adjacent slit. 
[001 5] A particular example of a carrier and package 
in accordance with this invention will now be described 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein 
like reference numerals identify like elements; and in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a carrier 
device having zip strips; 

Bgure 2 is a perspective view of the carrier device 
shown in Figure 1 shown surrounding a plurality of 
containers with the zip strip being partially torn; 
Figure 2a is a partial, enlarged perspective view of 
the carrier device shown in Figure 2 showing the zip 
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strip being partially torn; and, 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the carrier device 
shown in Figure 1 shown surrounding a plurality of 
containers with the zip strip fully torn to release all 
of the containers therefrom. 

[0016] As shown in the drawings, a multi-packaging 
device or carrier device 20. constructed according to the 
teachings otthe-present invention, is used to hold a plu- 
rality of containers 22. The carrier device 20 includes at 
least one novel zip strip 24 which can be pulled to easily 
and quicWy release the containers 22 held within the 
carrier device 20. The zip strip 24 can be pulled so as to 
release the containers 22 one at a time or to release all 
of the containers 22 in rapid succession. 
[0017] As shown in Figure 2, the carrier device 20 is 
used to carry six bottles 22 to form a package 26. It is to 
be understood that other types of containers can be car- 
ried by the carrier device 20, such as cans or the like. 
[0018] A preferred embodiment of the general struc- 
ture of the carrier device 20 and the method for forming 
the same is disclosed in EP-A-0678456. The carrier 
device is made of a suitable flexible, resilient, stretcha- 
ble material, such as plastic. Preferably, the carrier 
device 20 is made of a low density polyethylene so that 
the carrier device 20 can be stretched over the contain- 
ers 22 and conform to side walls 28 of the containers 
22. The carrier device 20 may be applied to the contain- 
ers 22 by known means, for example, by the machines 
disclosed in United States Patent Nos. 4,250,682 or 
3.204,386.-— . 

[001 9] When the containers 22 are secured in a pack- 
age arrangement by the carrier device 20, the contain- 
ers 22 are aligned in an array so to form two rows. As 
shown, each row has three bottles. It is to be under- 
stood that the carrier device 20 operates equally well 
with any number of containers. 
[0020] The carrier device 20 includes container 
engaging portions 30, 32, each formed from a plurality 
of annular rings or bands 34. Each band 34 has an inner 
margin 36, an outer margin 38 and side margins 40, 42 
which connect the inner margin 36 of each band 34 to 
the outer margin 38 of the same band 34. The side mar- 
gins of adjacent bands 34 are integrally joined together 
so that the outer margins 38 of the bands 34 are contin- 
uous and uninterrupted along the length of the carrier 
device 20. 

[0021 ] The bands 34 are connected or joined together 
by a seam or a joined portion 44 along the inner mar- 
gins 36 of each band 34. The annular bands 34 define a 
plurality of shaped apertures 46a, 46b. 46c for securely 
holding the margin of each aperture 46a, 46b, 46c is 
slightly contoured. 

[0022] The container engaging portions 30, 32 freely 
extend from the joined portion 44. The joined portion 44 
is generally planar with the plane of the container 
engaging portions 30, 32 when the carrier device 20 is 
not assembled with containers 22 and projects gener- 



ally perpendicular to the plane of the container engag- 
ing portions 30, 32 when the carrier device 20 is 
assembled with the containers 22. 
[0023] The joined portion 44 is formed by extruding a 

5 strip or layer of resilient, stretchable material, such as 
plastic, preferably low density polyethylene material, 
between the inner margins 36 of each annular band 34 
and thereafter sufficiently melting and merging the inner 
margins 36 of the container engaging portions 22, 24 

io and the layer of extruded plastic together by known 
means, preferably by heat sealing and fusing the layers 
together, to form a strong, integral bond. The joined por- 
tion 44 may be partially interrupted along its length by 
cutouts. 

is [0024] The carrier device 20 includes a handle portion 
48 which extends upwardly from the joined portion 44 of 
the carrier device 20. The handle portion 48 includes 
two sides portions which are formed from the two 
sheets that are used to form the carrier device 20. A 

20 bond (not shown), formed by heat sealing or by extrud- 
ing a layer of plastic material between the side portion, 
may be provided along an upper portion of the handle 
portion 48 to prevent the side portions of the handle por- 
tion 48 from separating thereby making the handle por- 

25 tion 48 easy to grasp by a consumer. Alternatively, the 
carrier device 20 can be constructed without a handle 
portion 48. 

[0025] The zip strip 24 on each container engaging 
portion 30. 32 is positioned along the outer margin 38 of 

30 each container engaging portion 30, 32 for releasing 
containers 22 from the carrier device 20 one at a time 
while maintaining the remainder of the containers 22 in 
the package 26, or for releasing the containers 22 in 
each row from the carrier device 20 in rapid succession. 

35 The zip strip 24 is used to completely rupture each 
aperture 46a, 46b, 46c to release the containers 22 held 
within the-bands 34 of the carrier device 20. Each zip 
strip 24 is separated from the remainder of the respec- 
tive container engaging portion 30, 32 by a separating 

40 structure 50. 

[0026] At one end of each zip strip 24, a tab portion 50 
is provided for a consumer to grasp the portion 50 to ini- 
tiate tearing of the respective zip strip 24. The tab por- 
tion 50 clearly denotes to a consumer the starting end of 

4$ the zip strip 24 and may include an aperture there- 
through through which a consumer can place a finger 
for tearing the zip strip 24. 

[0027] The separating structure 50 includes perfora- 
tion lines 54a, 54b, 54c. one of each which is associated 

so with a respective aperture 46a. 46b, 46c in the respec- 
tive container engaging portion 30, 32. In addition, the 
separating structure 50 includes elongated slits 56a. 
56b and openings 58a. 58b as described herein. 
[0028] The openings 58a, 58b are provided along the 

55 outer margin 38 of the respective container engaging 
portion 30, 32 midway between adjacent apertures. 
That is. opening 58a is provided between aperture 46a 
and aperture 46b; opening 58b is provided between 
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aperture 46b and aperture 46c. Each opening 58a, 58b 
is spaced from the outermost side edge 60 of the 
respective container engaging portion 30. 32. Each 
opening 58a, 58b is generally triangular in shape, with 
the elongated side 62 of the triangle being generally 
adjacent to the outer side edge 60 of the container 
engaging portion 30, 32. The openings 58a. 58b are 
formed in the container engaging portions 30, 32 by 
suitable known means. 

[0029] Each elongated sIH 56a, 56b is provided along 
the outer margin 38 of the container engaging portion 
30, 32 between each opening and the respective perfo- 
ration line. That is, slit 56a is between opening 46a and 
perforation line 54a; siit 56b is between opening 46b 
and perforation line 54b. Each elongated slit 56a, 56b is 
generally adjacent to and spaced from the outer side 
edge 60 of the respective container engaging portion 
30, 32. In addition, the end of each slit 56a, 56b which is 
proximate to the respective opening 58a, 58b is sepa- 
rated from the respective opening 58a, 58b by a narrow 
web 64a, 64b of material. The slits 56a, 56b are formed 
in each container engaging portion 30, 32 by suitable 
known means. 

[0030] The perforation lines 54a, 54b, 54c may be 
formed from a series of spaced dots or, alternatively, a 
series of spaced short lines. Each dot in each perfora- 
tion line 54a, 54b, 54c is separated from each other by 
a continuous, uninterrupted portion of the carrier device 
20. The perforation lines 54a, 54b, 54c do not signifi- 
cantly reduce package integrity while facilitating tearing 
of the zip strips 24 on each side of the carrier device 20. 
The perforation lines 54a, 54b, 54c are formed by suita- 
ble known means. 

[0031 ] The perforation lines 54a, 54b which are asso- 
ciated with the first and second apertures 46a, 46b each 
have a frst portion 66 which extends at a slight angle 
relative to the side edge 60 of the container engaging 
portion 30, 32 and a second portion 68 which extends 
from the end of the first portion 66 toward the respective 
aperture 46a, 46b and ends proximate to the respective 
aperture 46a. 46b. The f irst and second portions 66, 68 
meet at junction 70. The second portion 68 is angled 
relative to the first portion 66. 
[0032] The perforation line 54a which is associated 
with the first aperture 46a, i.e. the aperture 46a which is 
closest to the start of the zip strip 24, starts at an end 74 
of the container engaging portion 30, 32. The perfora-_ 
tion line 54b which is associated with the middle aper- 
ture 46b is positioned between the opening 58a and the 
slit 56b. The middle perforation line 54b starts proximate 
to the opening 46a. Each slit 56a, 56b is separated from 
the respective perforation line 54a, 54b by a continuous 
section 72a. 72b of carrier material which is frangible as 
described herein. The frangible section 72a, 72b is the 
width of carrier material which is between the respect'rv 
perforation line 54a, 54b and the respective slit 56a, 
56b. 

[0033] The perforation line 54c proximate to the last 



aperture 46c, i.e. the aperture 46c which is closest to 
the end of the zip strip 24, starts proximate to the open- 
ing 58b and angles toward the aperture 46c. The perfo- 
ration line 54c ends proximate to the aperture 46c. A slit 

5 is not provided adjacent to the last perforation line 54c 
because the zip strip 24 is not designed to be com- 
pletely torn away from the remainder of the carrier 
device 20. Instead, the strip 24, after being torn as 
described herein, is integrally joined with the remaining 

10 portion of the carrier device 20 at point 76. Therefore, 
when the strip 24 is torn along its separating structure 
50, the strip 24 remains attached to the carrier device 
20 at point 76 and does not separate into a distinct dis- 
cardable device. Of course, if desired, the separating 

is structure 50 can be modified so that the zip strip 24 
completely separates from the remainder of the carrier 
20. 

[0034] In addition, between the end of the last perfo- 
ration line 54c and the last aperture 46c, a single slit 78 

20 may be provided to aid in directing the tearing forces 
inwardly into the last aperture 46c when the strip 24 is 
torn to free the container 22 held therewithin. The slit 78 
is generally parallel to the side edge 60 of the carrier 
device 20 and is spaced from the end of the perforation 

25 line 54c and from the aperture 46c by a continuous por- 
tion of the carrier device 20. The slit 78 is formed by 
suitable means. The slit 78 may be slightly angled rela- 
tive to the perforation line 54c and may be provided in 
association with any of the perforation lines. Alterna- 
te tively, a pair or more of staggered slits may be provided 
between the end of arty of the perforation lines and the 
respective aperture. The slits can be parallel to or 
angled relative to the side edge of the carrier device Of 
course, no slits may be provided such that the last per- 

35 foration line is identical to the other perforation lines. 
[0035] The separating structure 50 permits a con- 
sumer to tear the zip strip 24 to substantially separate 
the strip 24 from the remainder of the respective con- 
tainer engaging portion 30, 32. The zip strip 24 may be 

40 torn to release the containers 22 from the package 24 
array one at a time so as to maintain the remainder of 
the containers 22 in the package array, or in rapid suc- 
cession one after another. If the containers 22 are 
released one at a time, the remainder of the containers 

45 22 are retained in the package array by the untorn por- 
tion of the zip strip 24 so as to not separate from each 
other. The ability of the consumer to rupture one aper- 
ture 46a, 46b, 46c at a time prevents the containers 22 
from becoming dislodged uncontrollably when the con- 

so sumer wants to open the package 26. 

[0036] Attention is now directed to Figures 2 and 2a. 
To release the first container 22 from the carrier device 
20. the consumer grasps the tab portion 52 of the zip 
strip 24 and pulls in the drection of the first perforation 

55 line 54a. The perforation line 54a ruptures to start to 
separate the zip strip 24 from the remainder of the con- 
tainer engaging portion 30, 32 and the tearing forces 
ar directed inwardly into the aperture 46a to com- 
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pletely njpture the aperture 46a which releases the con- 
tainer 22 in that aperture 46a while retaining the 
remainder of the containers 22 in all other apertures 
46b, 46c. After the aperture is ruptured, continued or 
subsequent pulling force acts on the zip strip 24 so the 
tension on the outer margin 38 of the container engag- 
ing portion 30, 32 causes the narrow frangible section 
72a between the perforation line 54a and the slit 56a to 
ruptura. During this tensioning, the slit 56a widens and 
provides the ability of the frangible section 72a to accept 
the high stresses and still rupture. In addition, the slit 
56a allows the pulling force to be concentrated across 
the frangible section 72a. If the slit 56a were not there, 
or were not elongated as shown, there would be little 
ability of the frangible section 72a to rupture. Addition- 
ally, if the slit 56a were replaced with perforations, the 
same function is not achieved and the frangible section 
72a does not rupture. 

[0037] To release the second container 22 from the 
carrier device 20, the consumer continues to pull the zip 
strip 24 along the length of the carrier device 20. The zip 
strip 24 is separated from the remainder of the container 
engaging portion 30, 32 along the slit 56a. As the con- 
sumer continues to pull the zip strip 24, the narrow web 
64a between the slit 56a and the opening 58a is rup- 
tured by the tension. This separates the zip strip 24 from 
the remainder of the container engaging portion 30, 32 
along the opening 58a. Thereafter, as the consumer 
continues to pull on the zip strip 24, the middle perfora- 
tion line 54b is ruptured. The shape of the opening 58a 
aids in fupturing the start of the perforation line 54b by 
directing the tearing forces into the perforation line 54b. 
When the middle perforation line 54b ruptures, the tear- 
ing forces are directed inwardly into the middle aperture 
46b to completely rupture the middle aperture 46b to 
release the container 22 in that aperture 46b while 
retaining the last container 22 in the last aperture 46c. 
As the pulling force is applied to the zip strip 24, the ten- 
sion on the outer margin 38 of the container engaging 
portion 30, 32 causes the slit 56b to widen and the nar- 
row frangible section 72b between the middle perfora- 
tion line 54b and the middle slit 56b to rupture. 
[0038] To rupture the last aperture 46c to release the 
container 22 held therewithin, the consumer continues 
to pull the zip strip 24 along the length of the carrier 
device 20. The zip strip 24 is separated from the 
remainder of the container engaging portion 30, 32 
along the slit 56b. As the consumer continues to pull the 
zip strip 24, the narrow web 64b between the slit 56b 
and the opening 58b is ruptured and the zip strip 24 is 
separated from the remainder of the container engaging 
portion 30, 32 along the opening 58a. Thereafter, as the 
consumer continues to pull on the zip strip 24, the last 
perforation line 54c is ruptured. The shape of the open- 
ing 58b aids in rupturing the start of the perforation line 
54c by directing the tearing forces into the perforation 
line 54c. When the last perforation line 54c ruptures, the 
tearing forces are directed inwardly into the last aper- 



ture 46c to completely rupture the last aperture 46c and 
to release the container 22 held therein. The zip strip 24 
remains attached to the remainder of the container 
engaging portion 30, 32 at point 76. 

5 [0039] As shown in the drawings, the zip strips 24 both 
start at the same end of the carrier device 20. It is to be 
understood that the zip strips 24 may start at opposite 
ends of the carrier device 20. 
[0040] In addition, more than one middle aperture 

w 46b, along with its associated separating structure 50 
as described herein, may be provided in the carrier 
device 20. For example, rf the carrier device 20 includes 
two middle apertures, the opening, perforation line and 
slit which are provided for the middle aperture shown in 

is the drawings, are repeated for the other middle aper- 
ture. 

[0041] Alternatively, the carrier device 20 can be 
formed from a flat, planar blank which can include a side 
handle, such as the one disclosed in EP-A-0728674 
20 which, however, constitutes a prior art in accordance 
with Article 54(3) EPC. 

Claims 

25 1. A carrier device (20) for carrying a plurality of con- 
tainers comprising: at least one container engaging 
portion (30, 32) formed from a flexible material, said 
container engaging portion (30, 32) comprising 
bands (34) disposed in a row and defining aper- 

30 tures (46) therein, each said aperture (46) for hold- 
ing a single container therein, said bands (34) 
having an outer margin portion (38) extending lon- 
gitudinally of said row, and separating means (50) 
on said outer margin portion (38), said carrier 

35 device being characterised in that said separating 
means (50) comprises a perforation line (54) asso- 
ciated with each said aperture (46) and an elon- 
gated slit (56) between adjacent perforation lines 
(54), each said perforation line (54) directing tear- 

40 ing forces into the respective apertures (46), for 
separating a portion of said outer margin portion 
(38) from the remainder of outer margin portion 
(38), said separable outer margin portion defining a 
zip strip (24), said tearing forces being formed by 

45 pulling said zip strip (24) to separate said zip strip 
(24) from the remainder of the outer margin portion 
(38). 

2. A carrier device according to claim 1 , wherein each 
so said slit (56) is separated from one of said perfora- 
tion lines (54) by a narrow web (72) of material 
which can be ruptured when said zip strip (24) is 
pulled. 

55 3. A carrier device according to claim 1 or 2, further 
including an opening (58) positioned between adja- 
cent apertures (46) in said container engaging por- 
tion and along said outer margin, each said opening 
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(58) being positioned between one of said slits (56) 
and one of said perforation lines (54) and separated 
from each of said slit (56) and said perforation (54) 
by a narrow section of mat rial (64) which can be 
ruptured when said zip strip (24) is pulled. 

4. A carrier device according to any one of the preced- 
ing claims, further including two container engaging 
portions (30, 32). 

5. A earner device according to any one of the preced- 
ing claims, further including a handle portion (48) 
connected to said container engaging portion (30, 
32). 

6. A carrier device according to claim 4 or 5, further 
including two of said container engaging portions 
(30, 32), and a handle portion (48) connected to 
adjacent inner margins (36) of said container 
engaging portions (30, 32), and wherein each of 
said container engaging portions (30,32) includes 
said bands (40) at opposite ends of the respective 
container engaging portion (30,32) and at least one 
intermediate band (42). 

7. A earner device according to any one of the preced- 
ing daims, wherein said perforation lines (54) com- 
prise a f irst portion (66) and a second portion (68), 
each said first portion (66) extending generally par- 
allel to a side edge (60) of said outer margin and 
each said second portion (68) extending from an 
end of said first portion (66) and inwardly towards 
the respective aperture (46). 

8. A pactege comprising a plurality of containers (22) 
and a carrier (20) in accordance with any one of the 
preceding claims, each container (22) being 
located in its respective aperture (46) of the carrier 
and being held in place by the bands (34). 

Patentansprflche 

1. Vonrfchtung (20) zum Tragen einer Anzahl von 
Beh&ltern mit: mindestens einem Behaiter in Ein- 
griff nehmenden Abschnitt (30, 32), der aus einem 
f lexiblen Material gebildet ist, wobei der Behaiter in 
Eingriff nehmende Abschnitt (30, 32) Bander (34) 
aufweist die in einer Reihe angeordnet sind und 
Offnungen (46) in sich umgrenzen, wobei jede Off- 
nung (46) zum Halten eines einzelnen Behalters in 
sich vorgesehen sind, und wobei Bander (34) einen 
auBeren Begrenzungsabschnitt (38) aufweisen, der 
sich langsder Reihe erstreckt, sowie Separierungs- 
mfttel (50) auf dem auBeren Begrenzungsbereich 
(38), wobei die Tragervorrichtung dadurch gekenn- 
zeichnetist, daB das Separiermrttel (50) assoziiert 
mit jeder Offnung (46) eine Perforationslinie (54) 
aufweist sowie einen langlichen Schlrtz (56) zwi- 



schen benachbarten Perforationslinien (54), wobei 
jede Perforationslinie (54) ReiBkrafte in die jeweili- 
gen Offnungen richtet, und zwar zum Separieren 
eines Abschn'rtts des auBeren Begrenzungsab- 

5 schnitts (38) vom Qbrig Weibenden auBeren 
Begrenzungsabschnitt (38), wobei der separierbare 
auBere Begrenzungsabschnitt einen ReiBstreifen 
(24) begrenzt, und wobei die ReiBkrafte durch Zie- 
hen des ReiBstrerfens (24) zum Separieren des 

w ReiBstreifens (24) vom Qbrig bleibenden auBeren 
Begrenzungsabschnitt (38) gebildet sind. 

2. Tragervorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei jeder 
Schlitz (56) von einer der Perforationslinien (54) 

is durch einen schmalen Steg (72) aus Material sepa- 
riert ist. welcher zerrissen werden kann, wenn der 
ReiBstreifen (24) gezogen wird. 

3. Tragervorrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2 zusatz- 
20 fich mit einer Offnung (58), welche zwischen 

benachbarten Offnungen (46) in dem Behaher in 
Bngriff nehmenden Abschnitt und erttlang der 
auBeren Begrenzung angeordnet ist, wobei die Off- 
nung (58) zwischen einem der Schlitze (56) und 
25 einer der Perforationslinien (54) angeordnet und 
von jedem der Schlitze (56) und der Perforationen 
(54) durch einen schmalen Materialbereich (64) 
getrennt ist welcher zerstOrt werden kann, wenn 
der ReiBstreifen (24) gezogen ist. 

30 

4. Tragervorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden 
Anspruche, zusfitzlich mit zwei Behaiter in Eingriff 
nehmenden Abschnitten (30, 32). 

35 5. Tragervorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden 
AnsprQche zusatzlich mit einem Griffabschnitt (48), 
welcher rrdt dem Behaiter in Eingriff nehmenden 
Bereich (30, 32) verbunden ist 

40 6. Tragervorrichtung nach Anspruch 4 Oder 5 zusatz- 
lich mit zwei Behafter in Eingriff nehmenden 
Abschnitten (30, 32) und einem Griffabschnitt (48), 
der zu benachbarten inneren Begrenzungen (36) 
der Behaiter in Eingriff nehmenden Bereiche (30, 

45 32) verbunden ist, und wobei jeder der Behaiter in 
Bngriff nehmenden Abschnitte (30, 32) die Bander 
(40) an gegenuberliegenden Enden des jeweiligen 
Behaiter in Eingriff nehmenden Abschnitts (30, 32) 
und an mindestens einem mittferen Band (42) 

so umfaBt 

7. Tragervorrichtung nach einem der vorhergehenden 
AnsprQche, wobei die Perforationslinien (54) einen 
ersten Abschnitt (66) und einen zweiten Abschnitt 
55 (68) umfassen, wobei jeder erste Abschnitt (66) 
sich im wesentlichen parallel zu einer Sertenkarrte 
(60) der auBeren Begrenzung und jeder zweite 
Abschnitt (68) von einem Ende des ersten 
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Abschnitts (66) und einwarts zur jeweiligen Offnung 
(46) erstreckt. 

8. Packung mil einer Anzahl von Behaitern (22) und 
einem TrAger (20) nach einem der vorhergehenden s 
AnsprQche, wobei jeder Behaiter (22) in seiner 
jeweiligen Offnung (46) des Tragers angeordnet ist 
und durch die Bander (34) am Ort gehaften ist 

Revendlcatlons w 

1 . Dispositif de support (20) pour porter plusieurs reci- 
pients, comprenant : au moins une partie (30, 32) 
s'appliquant contre les recipients et formee d'une 
matiere souple, ladhe partie (30, 32) s'appliquant is 
contre les recipients comprenant des bandes (34) 
disposees en une rangee et delimitant des ouvertu- 

res (46) dans cette derniere, chacune desdites 
ouvertures (46) etant destinee a tenir interieure- 
ment un unique recipient lesdites bandes (34) 20 
ayant une partie de bord exterieur (38) orientee 
dans la direction de la longueur de ladrte rangee et 
un moyen de separation (50) situe sur ladrte partie 
de bord exlerieur (38), ledit dispositif de support 
etant caracterise en ce que ledit moyen de separa- 25 
tion (50) comprend une ligne de perforations (54) 
associee k chacune desdites ouvertures (46) et 
une fente allongee (56) situee entre des iignes voi- 
sines de perforations (54), chacune desdites Iignes 
de perforations (54) dirigeant des forces de dechi- 30 
rure dans les ouvertures respectives (46) af in de 
separer une partie de ladite partie de bord exterieur 
(38) du reste de la partie de bord exterieur (38), 
ladite partie separable de bord exterieur constrtuant 
un ruban de dechirure (24), lesdites forces de 35 
dechirure s'exercant en tirarrt ledit ruban de dechi- 
rure (24) afin de separer ledit ruban de dechirure 
(24) du reste de la partie de bord exterieur (38). 

2. Dispositif de support selon la revendication 1 , dans 40 
lequel chacune desdites fentes (56) est separee de 
Tune desdites Iignes de perforations (54) par une 
laniere etroite (72) de matiere qui peut etre dechi- 

ree lorsque ledit ruban de dechirure (24) est tire. 

45 

3. Dispositif de support selon la revendication 1 ou 2, 
comprenant par ailieurs un trou (58) place entre 
ouvertures voisines (46) dans ladite partie s'appli- 
quant contre les recipients et le long dudrt bord 
exterieur, chacun desdrts trous (58) etant posi- so 
tionne entre Tune desdites fentes (56) et i'une des- 
dites Iignes de perforations (54) et etant separe de 
chacune desdites fentes (56) et desdites perfora- 
tions (54) par une section etroite section de matiere 
(64) qui peut etre dechiree lorsque ledit ruban de 55 
dechirure (24) est tire. 



revendications precedentes, comprenant par 
ailieurs deux parties (30, 32) s'appliquant contre les 
recipients. 

5. Dispositif de support selon i'une queiconque des 
revendications precedentes, comprenant par 
ailieurs une partie de poignee (48) raccordee k 
ladite partie (30, 32) s'appliquant contre les reci- 
pients. 

6. Dispositif de support selon la revendication 4 ou 5, 
comprenant par ailieurs deux desdites parties (30, 
32) s'appliquant contre les recipients et une partie 
de poignee (48) raccordee k des bords interieurs 
voisins (36) desdites parties (30, 32) s'appliquant 
contre les recipients, et dans lequel chacune desdi- 
tes parties (30, 32) s'appliquant contre les reci- 
pients comprend lesdites bandes (40) situees aux 
extremites opposees de la partie respective (30, 
32) s'appliquant contre les recipients et au moins 
une bande intermediate (42). 

7. Dispositif de support selon Tune queiconque des 
revendications precedentes, dans lequel lesdites 
Iignes de perforation (54) comprennent une pre- 
miere partie (66) et une seconde partie (68), cha- 
cune desdites premieres parties (66) etant 
globalement parallel k une lisiere laterale (60) 
dudit bord exterieur et chacune desdites secondes 
parties (68) allant d'une extremite de ladrte pre- 
miere partie (66) vers I'interieur et vers I'ouverture 
respective (46). 

8. Emballage comprenant plusieurs recipients (22) et 
un support (20) selon I'une queiconque des reven- 
dications precedentes, chaque recipient (22) etant 
place dans son ouverture respective (46) du sup- 
port et etant maintenu en place par les bandes (34). 



4. Dispositif de support selon I'une queiconque des 
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